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UGC BECOMING CENTRE’S TOOL, SAYS AlSF

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 9

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) is
being reduced to a tool
for the BJP-led Central
government’s agenda,
warned senior academ-
ics at a conference here
on Sunday.

They called for an imme-
diate withdrawal of the
recently issued UGC
guidelines which, they
argued, undermine insti-
tutionzal autonomy and
pose a serious threat to
democracy. The confer-

ence titled ‘UGC 2025
Regulations - An Attack
on University Autonomy’
was organised by the All
India Students’ Feder-
ation (AISF). Academic
and activist Prof.
Haragopal and Osmania
University Arts College
Principal Prof. Kasim
attended the conference
and. expressed concern
over the government's
increasing control over
higher education.

The event was chaired

by AISF Telangana presi--

dent Kasireddy Manika-
ntha Reddy.

JNTU begins spl
online classes
for rural colleges

Hydeabad: In a bid to provide
guality education to students
in rural constituent colleges,
Jawaharlal Nehru Technologi-
cal  University, Hyderabad
(JNTUH) has launched a spe-
cialonline classes initiative.
The program was officially
inaugurated on Friday. The ini-
tiative was formally launched
by JNTUH's vice-Chancellor
(In-Charge), professor V Bala-
kista Reddy, Highlighting the
need for the initiative, profes-
sor Reddy stated that JNTUH
dlms to extend the quality edu-
cation available at its main
CAmpusioatleast 15-20% of stu-
dents in rural constituent col-
leges. The online classes,
scheduled primarily on Fri-
days and Saturdays, will help

mitiggte faculty shortages in
these mstitutions. ran



